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A D V E H t I S E M E N T 



TO T »« 



HEADER. 



CHURCH and STsATE are tVord? which 
have long been conneiled together, notwith- 
ftaading the furious Aflaults of their Oppo- 
nents. 

't'he following Attempt hath been JeveUec^ 
tp divefl: the Subjed of Attachment to Party, 
and to fiiew that the Christian Religion 
wd the Peace of the State are inti- 
Qiately and infeparably conoet^ed, and that 
thofe Men who endeavour by their Princi- 
ples to pull Kings from their Thrones, 
^nd the Nobility and great Men from their 
exalted Stations, are afting coniiflcntly ; 
they having long lince endeavoured to de- 
grade our blelTed Lord and Saviour the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords into a 
piere Man, and by Comments to undermine 
thoTc 



ADVERTISE MEKf. 

tht>fe Holy Scriptures which are fead in, an^ 
on which our National Church is built. 

If this Trad fliould produce a Profit, the 
whole clear Gain ariling from the firft Edi- 
tion ihall be religioufly applied as the firit 
fruits to Charity : And as it is to ferve no 
private^ End, it is hoped that it will riot be 
taken amifs, that one Copy hath been directed 

'and forwarded to you j with the Requeft, 
that if you approve of it, you will have the 

■ Gf>odnefs to bcftow the Price (as part of the 
prefuoled Profit of the firifc Edition) upoh 
the firft Objedt of Charity which may pre- 

■fcntitfelf. 

If it Ihould live to a fecond Editfon, the 
PubUihers, Meff. Rivingtons, in whofc 
Names it is entered at Stationers -Hall, have 
DiredUons to pay one Moiety of any Profit 
arifing from the fame, and of afty fubfcqueriC 
Editions, to the Treafurers of the Charities 
■fot the Relief of the Widows and Children 
cf Clergymen* 
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To tHE GREAT AND- LEARNED 
AMONG CHRISTIANS, 

THE HUMBLE I*ETITION of a 

Number OF Poor, Loyal, Unlearned 
CHRISTIANS, 

T^HAT your Petitioners chiefly cOnfift of 
Farmers, Farmer's Servants, Mechanics 
^d Labouring Men, who having in their 
youth been taught to rfead the Bible, and to 
go to the Public Worflup of God, have ever 
confiiJered themfelves as Chriftians. 

. That your Petitioners are not all of the 
lame fcntiments, fome having been bfoqght 
up by their parents to go to church, and 
others to go to meeting : And as they enter- 
tain a great refped for the memory of tfieir 
religious parents, they have been hitherto 
cautious not to give up the diftin^ons efta- 
B bliOied 
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bliihed by them j although from intercourfe 
with each other, they find, that in matters 
which appear of greateft moment, their an- 
ceftors were much of a -mind; the ground 
of reparation between them being (as they 
underftand) chiefly concerning habits ufed in 
performing divine fervice — Whether the fa- 
crament fliould be received fitting or kneeling 
— Whether a form of prayer ihould be ufed 
or not — And whether baptifm fhould be ad- 
miniftcred to children or grown perfons. 

That notwithftanding ; your Petitioners 
being all agreed, that it is proper that the 
Bible ihould be read, and that Chriftuuis 
ihould live as Chriftians, in love, loyalty, and 
good neighbourhood, they have freqiiently 
(after fervice .being ended on the Sabbath 
day) met in tbe evening, and have read the 
Bible, and in particular the New' Teftament, 
and have alfo done their beft endeavour to 
make up any little differences, and to ferve 
each other in every rcfpeift; they dlfcovering 
by the Bible, that it is their duty fo to do; 
and they have been particularly careful to 
keep and encourage refpedt for the King, 
and the whole Government, under whom 
they 
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they live; the fame being to their apprehcn- 
fion clearly enjoined in the New Teftament, 
even at a time when it appears that the Go- 
vernors of the world were Heathens, and 
fome of them perfecutors : And if fo, they 
cannot but think, that not only refpeft and 
duty, but alfo a kind and grateful love, is due 
to the prefent King, who they underftand to 
be a man of the fame religion with them- 
felves, and not in the leaft aJhamed of being a 

CONSTANT WORSHIPPER OF GoD. YoUf 

Petitioners therefore unanimoufly fay, " May 
" God Almighty blefs him, through Jefus 
*• Chrift, the King of Kings, and Lord of 
" Lords." 

That your Petitioners ufed to k)ok for- 
ward to the Sabbath day as a Holy day, and 
not fo much fo on account of its being a day 
of ccflation from labour, as a day of adoration 
of God, union at home, good neighbourhood, 
and love to each other : But they have lately 
endured the greateft misfortune, which ren- 
ders them unhappy at the very times they 
formerly looked for happinefs, and which 
takes its rife from certain ill-difpofcd perfons 
endeavouring to undermine their attachment 
B 2 both 
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feoth to their religion and their loyalty, and 
ibmc of thofe who were formerly the moll: 
forward to every .good work, have been ' 
gained over to their opinions, which are the 
dircdt rcverfe of their former profeflion j and 
inftead of love and af&£tion, good neighbour- 
hood and charity, being, as heretofore, the in- 
habiters of their village, they are now fre- 
quently taken up in difputes, anger, and con- 
tention i fo that there appears to have arifen 
a new rcli^on, if it can be fo called, among- 
them. 

That thefe fubjeds have not only been 
brought forward in converfation, but fome of 
the books of their adverfaries have been 
oifered at a fmall price ; particularly fome 
tracts written by Dr. Prieftley, a book called 
The Rights of Man, and fome other books 
recommended by a fociety called The Society 
for Conftitutional Information. 

That your Petitioners late friends are 
often talking about philofophic necejity, and 
Tnaterialifm, .Viih\c\\ your Petitioners cannot 
comprehend ; and they are in general of opi- 
nion, that the fame is not material tcj them, 

and 
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and that there is no neceffity_ that they (hould 
be plagued therewith, having obferved that 
their late friends, inftead of being loving 
Chriilians as heretofore, have become vehe- 
ment difputants, and never happy, but when 
they are difturbing and puzzling your Peti- 
tioners with their new nodons. 

That although your Petitioners cannot 
comprehend high matters, th^ hope they 
arc not afluming when they pretend to have 
common fenfe, and to underfland the plain 
meaning of words ; and from the little they 
have been forced to hear, they are of opinion, 
that the new notions tend to deny almoft 
every aflertion contained in the Bible, al- 
though their opponents pretend to reverence 
the lame. 

That if thefe difturbers would openly 
and avowedly deny any attachment to the 
Bible, your Petitioners would not be at any 
lofs how to a<ft, inafmuch as they are told by 
their Lord and Mafter, " Who&ever fliall 
" be aihamed of me and of my words, of 
" him fliall the Son of Man be afliamed 
" when he fliall come in his own glory, and 
B 3 " in 
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" in his Father's, and of the holy angels'," 
They therefore in that cafe would not only 
openly attack thefe new ideas, but they hope 
fuch a fpirit is in them, that although th?y 
would pray for their opponents, and npt 
hurt a hair of their heads, they would alfo 
rather join the " Noble Army of Martyrs," 
than give up their veneration for the Bible. 

That as plain rnen, more at home in 
handling the plough than an argument, they 
wiOi to confine themfclves to plain qjiis- 
TioNs ; and when they urge a text of fcrip- 
ture, they wifli a positive answer in a 
FEW WORDS, and not to be referred to apo- 
logies as big as the Bible, and other volumi- 
nous and expeiifive publications. 

That your Petitioners have been in-, 
formed, that there have many pnfwers been 
publiflied to thefe writings, and that they are 
old opinions new revived i but your Peti- 
tioners have neither ability to decide, nor in- 
clination to let their fields remain untilled, qr 
their families ftarve, whilft they are employed 
\a ths^ refearches. 
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■ That thcfe difpofitions encourage their 
diflurbers to exult over them as if they were 
the conquerors, and yonr Petitioners were 
vanquifhed, which they by no means admit ; 
and they have therefore, by the affiftance of 
their friend the Vcftry- Clerk, put the moft 
material of the allegations of thefc reformers, 
together with plain queftions for them to 
anfwer. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly 
requeft, that Joseph Priestley, 
L.L.D. F.R.s. and your Petitioners' 
other difturbers, may be required, in 
the moft SOLEMN manner, to give 

TRUE, DISTINCT, AND PERFECT 
ANSWERS to the following INTER- 
ROGATORIES, to the end, that fuch 
poor and ignorant men as your Peti- 
tioners, may, in a ihort point of view, 
fee them in their true colours ; or in 
default thereof, that their filence may 
be taken pro confejjo. And in fuch 
cafe, that the faid confederates may be 
publickly conlidercd, if they are fo, 

as SUBVERTERS OF THE CHRIS- 
B 4 TIAN 
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TiAN . RELIGION, and as entirely 
fcparated froin the Chriftian faith. 
And inafmuch as your Petitioners are 
fenfiblc, that the differences of opi- 
nion in their ance^ors, which caufed 
the unhappy feparation between them* 
was, in point of importance, no more 
to be compared to thefe new-fengled 
notions, than a flight tooth-ach Js to 
the plague, your Petitioners earneftly, 
folcmnly, and for the love they bear 
to their neighbours, thcmfelves, and 
their poilerity, requeft that fome 
means may be devifed, in order to 

UNITE THE CnaRCH OF ENGLAND 
AND THEIR FRIENDS IN THE DIS- 
SENTING INTEREST TOGETHER j 

they being fenfible of the endeavours 
after union in their opponents ; for 
your Petitioners arc firmly pcrfua- 
dcd, that it matters not with them, 
what a man is, or of what ftntiments, 
fo as he unites in oppofitipn |o the 
Church, the Goycmmerit, and the 
Bible, 

|NSP|- 
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' Inspiration of scripture, 

Thjs subject may be confidercd is a 
FOUNDATION STONE, at lea ft it is fo with 
US; for fuch of us as are of the. nationiil 
church are only fo, becaufe we ttiink that of 
all others it comes neareft to the sacred 
SCRIPTURES and the prjmitive cliufch. Such 
of us alfo as are DiiTenters are fo, becaufe We 
think that the Scriptures are in fevour of 
our partiiJular fentiments : At the fame time 
that we fay fo, we mutually lament the fepa- 
ration, and hope to fee a re-runion effeiflcd 
by thofe who have it in their power. 

Therefore WE MUTUALLY declare, 

THAT THE BIBLE CONTAINS OUR RELI- 
GION.— ?And wherefore ? 

We are informed, that '* all Scripture is 
*• given by infpifation of God, and is profi- 
" table fpr doftrine, for reproof, for correc- 
" tioQ, for inilrudtoi) in rightepuihefs, that 
*' the Man of God may he, perfcft, thoroughly 
ff l^rnifhcd unto all gcwd works'," In this 
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refpeft we are alfo of the fame opinion with 
David, who had not heard " what we have 
" heard '," notwithftanding he might have 
greatly defired it. He declares, " O, how I 
' '.* love thy law : It is my meditation all the 
•* day *." — " As the hart panteth after the 
" water brooks, fo panteth my foul after 
"Thee, O God'." — "Open Thou mine 
" eyes, that I may behold wonderous things 
" out of thy law*." And the laft book in 
the Bible is exprefsly declared to be *' The 
** Revelation of Jesus Christ which 
•* God gave unto Him, to fhew unto His 
** fcrvants, things which muft ccMne to 
" pafs *." 

Not only our Church members, but our 
Diffenting brethren unite in thankfulnefs that 
our national Church profefles the fame thing, 
and are forry they are on other accounts dif- 
fenters from a Church who fo fcripturally 
declares its feith, and who not only profefles 
to reverence Scripture in words, but docs fo 
in deed and in truth, by conftantly rea^ng 

» Luke X. 24. * Pftl. cxix. 97. » Pfal. Hiy. j. 

■• Pfa!. cxix. 18, ' Rev. L i. 

the 
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the feme every day in the year, when its 
members can aflcmble for that purpofe. 

But if we undcrftand our difturbers, they 
believe that Mofes's account of the creation 
is a very imperfeiS one, though the beft ac- 
count extant in his day — That vpe are by no 
means bound by what St. Paul declares, but 
are to judge for ourfelves— That fo fer from 
our believing all the Scripture, they declare, 
in direfl: contradi<ftion thereto, that our Sa- 
viour Jefus Chrift was not conceived by the 
Holy Ghoft of the Virgin Mary, but was of 
the feed of Jofepb j together with many other 
deviations tpo numerous here to mention. 

We are aware that tranflation is not infpi- 
rationj but ftill we believe the Providence 
of God has been in a peculiar manner over 
His Word, and that even in our tranflation 
it is The Word of God : And therefore, 
not being able, for the beforementioned rea- 
fons, to reier to the feveral works of our dif- 
turbers, we demand to know of them in 
ihort; 

Do 
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Do you degrade Mofes into the recorder of 
a tradition ? And unto a vain.- glorious a/Tumcr 
in fpeaking in the name of his Maker, when 
hejyas not inibired by Him ? 

IJaye you ever declared^ tl^at the teftimony 
pf St. Paul, the apoftlc of us Gentiles, is not 
.qyigatory ? Do not (hofe who urge them- 
fclvcs to be your friends belie you ? Have 
you declared this ? 

Have you denied that word which %s, 
*' And the angel anfwered and faid unto her, 
** the .Holy Ghoft ihall come upon thee, and 
" the power of the Highefi: fliall overfliadow 
" thee: Therefore alfo that Holy Thing 
" ,which ihall be born of thee fliall be called 
*• the Son of God'." 

If you have denied all or any of tbefe 
things, where are you ? Are you not hke a 
Ihip-at Tea, without -rudder or compafs ? 

You will pofllbly fay, your reafon is your 
fudder and your compafs too. If fo, and all 
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the adAionitlons contained in this book Ihoald 
unhappily be thrown away upon you, aft fo 
for like hoheft men as to declare that your 
OPINION, for which reafon is but another 
name (as you wiJl not approve of what 
the reafon of another man fliall fay) that 
yfanr opinion is, at leaft for you, the only 
criterion to which you will rifeir. This w^l^ 
declare you publickly to be what we fcaif 
you are ; But which God grant you may lee 
the error of, Setters up of yoor owh- 
SELVEs, for the opinion is the dearer felf, 
and confequently fetters up of a new reli- 
gion. If this be the cafe, let us part, and 
no longer be confidered as profeiTing the 
fame religion j as we are for a very different 
one, namely, a religion which confifts in fol- 
lowing our Weffed Mafter, revering his word, 
believing that it was " God who at fundry 
" times, and in divers manners fpake in time 
" paft unto our fathers by the prophets '," 
and particularly, by that great prophet Mofes, 
who, for the greatnefs of his ofnce, and the 
dignity of his miflion, was worthy to be 
named as ** like unto our heavenly Mafter '." 

* Hcb-i. I. * Deut. sviii. 15. 

We 
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We notr addrefs ourfelvcs to thofc whom 
thefe innovators attempt to deceive, 
as well as thofc who have been drawn 
in by their arts to think well of 
them ; and we afk. 

Is it not perfeftly confiftent in thofe who 
attempt to fet up their opinion againft the 
Word, which is the law of God, to fet up 
their opinion alfo againfl: 4^ law, ordeTj and 
good government ? 
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" GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF 
" GODLINESS; GOD WAS MANI- 
" FEST IN THE FLESH ■." 

We conceive the whole contents of this 
book to be of importance ; but if there is 
any head which we wifti to treat with more 
than ordinary folemnity, it is the prefeot, ia 
which we mean to conlidcr a fubjefl which 
a beHever will dp, with as much holy fear, 
and religious awe, as was upon Aaron when 
he entered within the vail, into the Holy of 
Holies. . 

Here, we have been wounded indeed ! Here 
we may again cry. Woe ! woe ! woe ! How 
was David's holy zeal kindled, when he heard 
the uncircumcifed Philiftine Goliali of Gath 
" defy the armies of the living God ' !" How 
did it grieve the holy apoftle James, to hear 
" the rich in this world blafpheme that worthy 
" name by which the poor were called ' ! " But 
we have heard words which we will not 
utter 1 and from men who are deiirous of 

* 1 Tim, iii. i6. * i Sun. xvii, 35. * James ii. 7. 

being 
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being confidercd as professing. the .Same 

RELIGION WITH OURSELVES. 

The above myftery, and all other the myf- 
teries with which it is connected, muft de- 
pend upon fcripture ; and here our oppo- 
nents affume to themfelves the viftory, as 
they afiert, that we take our opinions from 
the firft, iecond, and fifth articles of the 
church of England, and from the Athanafian 
creed j whereas they are the peribhs, accord- 
ing to their own account, whci follow fcrip- 
ture. 

In the former head we declared, and we 
now again, with reference to the fubjeft in 
band, repeat, and thofe of lis who are church- 
men, think they are ading the part of good 
churchmen in declaring that they profefs no 
credence in thefe or any other of the articles 
of the church of England, neither in the 
Athanafian creed, any further or otherwife 
than the fame are (and it is our opinion that 
they are) agreeable to the HcJy Scriptures. 
As a corroboration of this declaration, we re- 
fer to the fixth article of the church of Eng- 
land; and we here fubjoin a paper drawn up 

by 
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by one of our brethren, which he ufes in- 
ftead of the Athanafian creed, which he is 
cautious of ufing, he being fearful that the 
penner of it hath been, in fo myfterious a 
fubjeifl, almoft too explicit. If any of the 
learned and ruling men among us Chriftians 
fliould think that any good hint may be 
taken from it, bis attention to it will meet 
an additional reward. It is, in part, moulded 
into t&e form of a prayer, and part into that 
of a creed j and is as follows : 



O GRACIOUS AND MERCIFUL G^D, who 

haft given us Thy Holy Word to be in this 
dark world " a lamp unto our feet, and a light 
" unto our path '," give me that Holy Spi- 
rit which is promifed in Thy Word, faying, 
" If ye, being evil, know how to give good 
" gifts unto your children, how much more 
** ihall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
" Spirit to them that afk Him *." I am 
fenfible that I lack wifdom ; but I now afk 
the fame of Thee in faith ', and rely on 
Thy promife, that thou wilt give it unto me. 
Eipecially I pray for knowledge in Thy moft 

* F&l. cxix. 105. * Luke xi. 13. ' Jama i. 5. 

C Holy 
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Holy Word. O injprefs upon my mind the 
great importance of faith therein. Thou, O 
Lord, hail declared, " He that bclieveth, 
" and is baptized, fliall be &ved j but he 
" that bclieveth not, ihall be damned '." O 
give me this faith ; grant me this Inward and 
fpiritual regeneration % as well as the out- 
ward and vjfible fign of baptifm j that I may 
" flee from the wrath to come '." 

Thy Word declareth, that " Whofoever 
" cometh unto God, mufl believe that he 
•* is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
" diligeiyily feek him *." Give me, there- 
fore, O my God, juftand true ideas of Thy 
perfe(5tions, and a firm faith in all Thy de- 
clarations ; particularly, may I never depart 
from a full and unbounded belief in Thy de- 
claration, that the firft and great command- 
ment is, " Hear, O Ifrael; the Lord our 
*' God is one Lord'." Keep me ever 
from wavering with refpeft to this firft and 
great commandment, and may I receive the-, 
whole of Thy Word as a good, and wife, 

• Mark xvl. i6. ' Joha iii. 5. * Matt. Ui- 7. 

f Hcb. xi, £. ' Mark xil. 2$. 

and 
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and confiftcnt word ; and whenever men or 
devils would endeavour to Ihake my f^th ift 
any part thereof, give me, in the feme fpirit 
with my blefled Mafter, to reply, " It is 



I believe alfo, for Thy Word declares, that 
** In the beginning was the word, and the 
*• word was with God, and the word was - 
" God. The fame was in the beginning 
" with God. All things were made by 
" him, and without him was not any thing 
•' made that was made*j" I believe in the 
** Son of God, in whom we have redemp- 
" tion through his blood, even the forgive- 
" nefs of fins. Who is the image of the 
" invifible God, the firft-born of every crea- 
*' ture. For by him were all things created 
" that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
" vifible and invifible, whether they be 
" thrones or dominions, principalities or ' 
" powers. All things were created by him, 
" and for him ; and he is before all things, 
" and by him all things confift '." I believcL 
alfo that Thomas, our Lord's once unbeliev- 

'Matt. iy.4. "Joiini. I, 3. » C©1. i, i|, 17. 

C 2 ing 
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^g Apoftle, made a good and unexception- 
abc confeflion, when after hjs converfion, he 
declared to his Mailer, that he was " his 
" Lord and his God '." 

O Lord Jefus, who didft hear the prayer 
and receive the fpirit of holy Stephen thy 
martyr *, Thou who haft declared Thy- 
felf to be the firft and the kft, faying, " Fear 
" not, I am the firft and the kft : He that 
" liveth, and was dead ; and behold, I am 
" alive for evermore. Amen '." Thou, who 
didft " Open the underftandings of thy dif- 
•' ciples, that they might underftand the 
" Scriptures *," fo open my underftanding 
that I may fee fomething of thofe holy myfte- 
ries which thou haft revealed therein j and 
as Ifaiah thy fervant faw fomething <^ thy 
glory when he beheld Thee " fitting upon 
*' Thy throne, high and lifted up'," with 
the holy feraphims about the fame ; crying, 
" Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hofts j 
f* the whole earth is full of his glory ^" 
Give me fimilar difpofitions, and grant that 

■ John XX. iS. • Afis vii. 59. * Rcv.i. 17, i9. 

♦ Jjuke sxiv. 25. ' Ifaiah vi. * John xii. 4.1. 
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I alfo may be one of that innumerable mul- 
titude who ih0 cry with a loud voice, ** Blef- 
" fing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
" be unto Him who fitteth upon the throne, 
" and unto the Lamb for ever and ever '." 

At thy name " Every knee fliall bow both 
*• in heaven and in earth'." O therefore 
give mc grace to " Honour Thee the Son, 
*' even as I honour the Father j knowing 
" that he that honoureth not the Son, ho- 
'* noureth not the Father who hath fent 
** him'." 

In purfuance of Thy promife, I alio look 
up to Thee for that Holy Spirit which thou 
haft promifed in Thy Word * j with the gra- 
cious declaration by thy Apoftle Paul, that 
the bodies of thofe who are thy true fer- 
vants, are " Temples of this Holy Spirit." 
Keep me from defiling the temple of God, 
knowing the admonition, that " If any 
" man defile the temple of God, him ihall 
*' God deftroy ^" May the beUef of this 

• Rc7. V, 13. » Fhili[^ians u. 10. ' Johnv. zy 

* Jdmsir, 16, » 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 
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truth keep me from every evil way. Thy 
Word declares that Ananias and Sapphira 
agreed together to ** lie unto the Holy Spirit ; 
and that they did not lie unto man, but unto 
God '." May their fearful example imprefs in 
me the moft reverential obedience to Thy Spi- 
rit : That ipirit, who in the creation, " moved 
•* upon the fece of the waters *." 

O boly Father ! hear my prayer ' ; O 
Jl/amb gf God, who takeft away the fin of 
the world*, hear my petition. O God, 
" who art a ipirit, and who haft declared 
•• that thofc who worfhip Thee, mull wor- 
** ihip Thee in fpirit and in -truth % keep 
ine from flighting, irreverently treating, or 
^onflifing, the gracious declarations which 
Thou haft given us Jij Thy Word. 

, And in firm faith may we receive thy decla- 
ration, that " there are three that bear record 
** in heaven ; the Father, the Word, ^d the 
<' HolySpiritj and thefe thr^e^e one'." 

In purfuance of Thy commandment, I was 
baptized in this fjith, " In the name of the 

■ Aft* 7. 4- * Geo. i, 1. • Matt. vi. 9. 

« John i. 19. * John iv, J4. • 1 John t. 7. 
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•* Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
** Spirit '." This faith I pray Thee to con- 
firm and ftrengthen in me unto the end, that 
I alfo may fing " The fong of Mofcs and of 
the Lamb %" and rejoicing, join the hea- 
venly chorus, %ing, 

" Alleluia \ 

" Salvation, and Glory, and Honour, and 

" Power, unto the Lord our God'.'* 

*' Alleluia ! 

" For THE Lord GodOmni POTENT reigneth*." 

Amen, 



We now enquire of our Disturbers: 

DoA thou believe that the Word was 
God? 

That all things were made by Him, and 
without Him wis not any thmg made that 
was made i 



mMtt Xxnili lOi 


» Rev. XT. 3. 


» R«v. six. I, 
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Doil thou believe that Thomas made a, 
good declaration, when, on his cpnverfion, 
he cried out, "My Lord and my God!" 

Doft thou believe that when Ananias an4 
Sapphira lied unto the Holy Ghoft, , they 
lied unto God ? 

■ Deft thou believe that there are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Spu-rt, and that thcfc three are 
(me? 

Doft thou ever, by anticipation, fall down 
and cry, " BleiTing, and honour, and glory, 
** and power, be unto Him that fittcth upon 
** the throne, and unto the Lamh, for ever 
** and ever ' ?" 

Pray be explicit; for if we are rightly in- 
formed, inftead of joining in fuch a fong, you 
would rather flop your ears, and run away, 
than hear fuch words. , ' 

Oh ! if you hope for heaven, confider well; 
you may run away from fuch fongs on earth j 

* Rev. V 13. 

but 
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but remember, the heavenly chorus is \o\xdet 
fer J for after the four liring creatures, and 
the fouF and twenty, elders fall down before 
the Lamb, this hymn is fuhg by many an-" 
gels round about the throne, and' by the liv- 
ing creataret, and the elders^ -^and the -num- 
ber of them is ten thoufand times ten thou- 
iand, ahd thoulands of thoufa&ds, and they 
£ng with a loud voice, " -Worthy is the 
** ^mb that was flain to receive power, and 
*-* riches, and wifiiom, and flrengthy atid ho- 
" tidur, and gtetfy, aftd bleffing '." 

Wilt thou join.ip this chorus ? . , 

If you are for heaven, you muft j there is 
but one place where, after death, you can 
efcape the founds : It is there, where thofe 
dwell who have been blaiphemers : It is the 
place where every onfe Ihall be who loveth 
ftnd maketh a lie j thofe who deny the Word 
of God ; whether it be openly, or by com- 
pient upon it. Thofe who add unto, or takg 
away from this precious book * : But remem- 
ber that this is a place of torment, of weep-t 

' Rpr. V, If. • Rev. xiv. n. 
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ing, and walling, and gnaftung of teeth ' ; 
where ^ the plagues written and denounced 
in the Word of God * againil the adverlaries 
are fully accompliihed. 



Is it not pcrfedly confiftent, that thofe 
who will not fubmit to the King of Kiogs, 
and Lord of Lords, fliould alfo a£t in oppo- 
lition to thole kings and lords who acknow- 
ledge themfelves to be the fubjc£ts of Him 
BT WHOM Kings rexgn ? 

■ Mttc Tui. 12. * Rev. xoi. ig* 
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THE ATONEMENT, 

Although we are ignorant, unlearned men, 
live are fenfibic that we are finners : We feel 
it ; and we therefore thankfully read the ac- 
count contained in the Old TefUment dif- 
pen&tion of the folemnities of the great an- 
nual atonement ; and in particular of the 
Tcape-goat '. We alfo wifh as much as pof- 
fible to confider outfelves feparated from the 
wicked, and all wickednefs in the world ; and 
it gives us comfort that God has even in the 
Old Teftament diipenlation made a ieparation 
between His people and their opprelTors ; 
an account whereof we read in the books of 
Mofes, where a lamb was ordered to be flain 
called the paffover or pafchal lamb % which 
was to be the. token; that the houfe, on 
the polls of whole doors the blood of the 
lamb was fprinkled, was a houfe fearing and 
believing in Him ; confequently that His 
people dwelt therein. 

* Lev, xv'u * Esod. xiU 

We 
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We alfo conclude that as the law, the Old 
Tcftament difpenfation, was but the " Sha- 
** dow of the good things which were to 
*' come'" under the golpel; that we Ihall 
find in it, the perfcfSIon of the above blef- 
£ngs } and we think that we have feen fome- 
thing of it, when on feverally refledGng upon 
the ingratitude of finning againft fo good, a 
Mailer, and being deeply ftnfiblc of our faults, 
we have had fuch paffages as the following 
brou^t into oQr minds. 

" Who his own felf bare our firis in his 
*' own body on the tree, that wc being dead 
" to fin, fhould live unto righteoafncfs, by 
" whofe ftripcs ye were healed '." 

" In whom w;e have redemption through 
" his blood, the forgivenels of fins accord- 
" ing to the riches of his grace '." 

** The blood of Jefus Chrift his Son cleanf- 
" eth us from all fin *." 

" Chrift hath alfo once fuffered for fins, 

»Heb.x. I, »iP«.ii.i4. » Eph, i. 8, 

4 I John i. 7. 

« the 
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" the juft for Ae unjuft, that he might 
** bring us to God '." 

" We have an advocate with the Father, 
** Jefus Chrill the righteous ; and he is the 
" propitiation for our fins '." 

'* As Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the 
f wildernefs, even fo muft the Son of Maa 
•* be lifted up, that whoioever believeth in 
** Him Ihould not perilh, but have eternal 
« life'." 

As the children of Ifrael were feparatcd 
from, their oppreflbrs, we hope alfo to be 
fcparated from our oppreflbrs ; and as wc 
know that thofe who plague and puzzle us 
will think themfelves hardly ufed by being 
confidcred as our oppreflbrs, we beg leave to 
, obferve, that a poor man's all is as much to 
him as the rich man's is to him ; and feme 
of us, though poor, owe no rent, and have 
moreover barns with grain in them, hay- 
ricks, cattle, and cAher fl:ocfc, all of which 
we know the value of, and are thankful for j 

* 1 Pet. iii. 17. * I John ii. 1. ' John iii. 14^ 

but 
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but we had rather fee our bams and ricks on 
£rc, and our cattle deflroycd by the munain, 
than be deprived of the comforts which we 
derive from our Bibles, and the glorious 
truths contained therein. — Wherefore ? 

Becaule, although we know the value of 
the temporal bleffings we enjoy, they are not 
to be compared with the little foretafte wt 
have had of the love of God, revealed in the 
Bible. And chieBy in the inflance before 
us J for we read that ** God fo loved the 
** world, that he gave his only-begotten 
** Son, that whofoever believeth in Him, 
•* fhould not perifh, but have everlafting 
** life '." Verily, ** He fpared not his own 
** Son'." 

Men are apt enough to believe good news; 
without fuiBciently confidering whether it be 
true J but, thank God, we have the Word of 
Truth itfelf for thefe " Good tidings of 
" great joy'." 

But can there be a perfon, frofessihg 

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, who having 
■ Johiiiu. 16. * Rom. tuI. 31. ' Ltdce iL 10. 

the 
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die offer of an advantage which all the trea- 
fure in the univerfe could not acquire, and 
could only be purchafed by the great price of 
the ** Precious blood of Chrill ' :" Is there 
a peribn who can fliut his heart to fuch good 
news, and treat the blood of the covenant as 
an unholy thing ? Wc will not believe it pof- 
fible, until you avow it. 

Surely your pretended fricods muft have 
mifreprdfented you. 

Do not you believe the foregoing declara- 
tions, and that " He was wounded for our 
" tranfgreflions ; that He was bruifed ibr 
" our iniquities ; that the chaAifement of 
** our peace was upon Him ; and that with 
*' His ftripes i^e^ere healed * f " 

Do not you believe that the Lord laid upon 
Him the iniquities of us all ? 

Do not you believe that He fuffercd, the 
juft for the unjuil, to bring us to God ? 

If you deny thefe truths, alfo remember 
that '* He who defpifed Mofes' law, died 

' I Pet. i. 19, * I£uah liii. f. 

" without 
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" without mercy, under two or three wit- 
•* neffes;" and then confider ** Of how 
" much Torer puniihment Ihall he be thought 
" worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
** Son of God, and counted the blood of the 
" covenant wherewith he was fandtiiied, an 
'* unholy ' thing j and hath done dcfpitc 
•* unto the fpirit of grace '." 



Are not the men who endeavour to take 
away from us the joy and confidence we have 
in the above declarations of our God, afting 
perfeftly confiftent in attempting to overtura 
every thing elfc which is dear to us ? 

• Heb. X. 291 ■ 



THE 
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TM£ STATE OF THE DEAD, 

Marty of us have had religious parents j 
and from the triumphant manner in which 
fome of them went oiF this ftage, we con- 
cluded that when their fouls parted from 
their bodies, that immediately their fouls 
Went to heaven j and we were confirmed in 
this opinion by many exprcffions which they 
Ufed, intimating their firm faith in thefe things 
through their Saviour, who they declared 
had conquered death '. And then they would 
cry in broken accents, " O death, .where — 
** where 'is thy fting ! O grave, where is thy 
•* vidtoiy ' !" 

And in looking into our Bibles we find 
many arguments for their and our ^th ; and 
in particular, the gracious promife of our 
Lord and Saviour to the penitent thief, faying, 
**' To-day flialt thou be with me in paradiie.'*' 

The Apoftic Paul alfo declares, that though 
to continue with the church in that day was 

■ 2 Tbn. i, 10. ' I Cor. it. jj. 
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more needful for them ; yet he had a " defirc 
•* to depart, and to be with Chrift," which 
he declared to be '* far better '," as then he 
ihould be " abfent from the body, but pre- 
" fent with the Lord'." 

What comfort ! But our adverfarics have 
endeavoured to damp this alfo ; and we are 
the more concerned at it, knowing the prone- . 
nefs of our hearts already to unbelief'. They 
have told us, that man has no soul sepa- 
rate FROM HIS BODY J and that from the 
inftant a man dies, until bis body is raifed 
again, he is in aninadive, torpid ftate, which 
to us appears to be worfe than a hedge-hog, 
a dormonfe, or a bat. 

We admit that Stephen " fell afleep *," 
but it was a far ditFerent fleep. It was not 
a fleep of the ibul ; for he cried out, " Lord 
" Jefus, receive my fpirit ;" and then the 
body fell afleep, and was refolved into die 
duft from which it was taken ; but when 
** the trumpet fliall found, and the dead 
" ihall be raifed S" and " he fliall change* 

' PhU. 1. 13. ' a Cor. v. 8. * Matt. vi. 30. 

Lake xiL 18. * Aifta vii. jg, 60. ' 1 Cor. xv. ja. 

• Pha. iii. 21. 
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*' our vile body, that it may be fafliloned 
•* like unto his glorious body, according to 
*' the working whereby He is able to f«b- 
" due all things unto Himfelf: Then fliall 
•' be brought to pafs the faying that is writ- 
** ten; Death is fwallowed up in victory '." 

Does not St. Paul fpeak of *' the fpirits of 
*' juft men made pcrfeil * ?" 

Does not a greater than 'Paul admoniih us 
thus ? " Fear not them which kill the body, 
" but are not able to kill the foul i but ra- 
" ther fear him, which is able to deftroy 
" both foul and body in hell '." 

Have you the hardihood to dare to accufe 
Him who " fpake as never man fpake *," 
with ufing language to deceive us ? 

Do you prefume to affert, that although 
the poor thief's body was mangled on the 
crofs, and afterwards removed; do you fay 
that he was not that day admitted into para- 
dife? 

' I Cot. iy. ^4. * Hcb. x'li. 13. ' Matt. X, a8. 

* John vii. 4C, 

Da If 
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If you were right, hdw could John have 
beheld " the Touls of them who were be- 
•* headed for the witncfe of Jefus, and for 
■* the word of 'God ' ?" 

Having one fermon of Dr. Prieftl^ by us, 
we cannot but tranfcribe a paflagc.— It is in 
bis fermon on the death of Dr. Price. 

** If we may be allowed to indulge our- 
" felves in a reflection not of the moil ierious 
" nature, but fuggeiled by a review of Dr. 
" Price's labours; fuppofing the amount of 
•* the expedation of life to be in my cafe, as 
** I find about fourteen years, in onany of you 
" not more than half that number, and at 
*' the roofl not much more than twenty in 
** thofe whofe ^e admitted of any long ac- 
" quaintance with him, and the interrai 
** between the time of our death and that of 
** our-refurreftion to be nothing, at all, bc- 
** caufe not perceived by us, it is in efFeA 
•• only fourteen or about twenty years that 
** we can expe£t to be feparated from him; 
'* and in this life we often pais more time 

•* without 
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" without feeing thofe whom we moft re- 
** fpeft, but with the idea of feeing them 
'* again, and of their not being unhappy, we 
** are not diftrefled at their abfence.— 
** How then ought we to be affefted, who 
** as Chriftians not only hope, but firmly 
** believe that in fo fhort a fpace we may 
*' fee our deceafed friend again, and be able , 
** to tell him what he will be as eager to 
** learn, how thofe things about which he 
** moft interefted himfelf refpedting the wel- 
** fare of his country, and of mankind, went 
" on after his death : and fuch is the profpe<^ 
*' that is now opening upon us refpeding 
•* the enlargement of civil and religious li- 
" berty, and the extenfion of general hap- 
** pinefs, that the longeft liver will probably 
'* have the beft news to carry him." 

Now every idea in this palTage is founded 
upon your opinion, that man has no foul but 
his body; which affertion, and every othef 
pf your aflertions, remember you a^ust 
ANSWER FOR hereafter. 

D. 3 You 
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You fey the above aflertion is not of the 
moft ferious nature. In this we perfedly 
agree with you. The Scripture account of 
death, and the rcfurreftion, and " judgment 
" to come '»" is not like it j for that is awfully 
folcmn indeed ! But, as you juftly obferve, 
your reflection is not of the moft ferious na- 
ture i nay, it appears to us to be fo ludicrous, 
that if it were not in a fermon, and that a 
funeral fermon, we fliould think it had been 
an impious attempt to burlefque the fubjedt. 

We can fcarcely prevail upon ourfelvcs to 
tell the ideas which immediately followed 
reading it, and which appeared to us to be 
involved therein : but we muft for that pur- 
pofe endeavour to diveft the fubjedt from 
having any connexion with religion} and it 
will anfwer the feme purpofe, if we fuppofe 
the Dodtor to l^ve fallen into juft fuch a 
fleep as affeiSs the dormoufe j and that his 
friends one after another fall into a like fleep, 
and are all awakened togeiher. What muft 
be the confequence ? You fay, he who con- 
tinues longeft awake, will probably have the 
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•beft news to carry him ; but the misfortune 
is, that you fuppofe all the difpatches to ar- 
rive at the fame time ; and the poor Doiftor 
would certainly be at a lofs which to open ; 
or rather, of which friend to enquire firft. 
We nuift prtlutiij one to begin : — Great 
news, DodUr; aii the oaths our continental 
aflbciatus Save tiken, are difpenled with ; 
nay, in i-sti, they have taken lb many oaths, 
that they aic determined to waih their hands 
from aii, ai.d aie riiiling a glorious fabrick. 
O, iays ano.her, let me tell the Doftor. — 
They have cut the throats of many thouland 
unrciiiling prifoners. — Pray hold your tongue, 
fays a third; you began fleeping in 1791. 
I was awake till Michaelmas 1792. I left 
them debating whether they Jhould try tbb 
King : they all agreed that he was guilty 
before they talked of trying him. 

We muft then fuppole many to begin at 
once, endeavouring to open their glorious 
news. — The Princefs de Lamballe's head — 
The Thuilleries forced by the brave — No 
National religion— They have called you the 
Apoftle of Liberty — No King — I left Paris in 
a ftate— Monfieur le Due— Monfieur Egalitc 
D 4 —The 
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—The Doflor at lafl: Aops his ean, and ad-; 
difiTes them: MelCeurs, I humbly thapk 
you ; but be tb kind as to have a little jm^ 
on me> and ]tt me requeft you ieverally to 
confult together, and particularly to afcertaun 
the order of time in nvhich you feverally 
dozed J or if you will have the goodne^ to 
aicertain vfhofe eyes were laft open, I would 
beg of him to prefent me with a fummary, 
as my whole ftock of calculations will not 
enable me to afcectain to which exprefs I am 
to pay the hrft attentio:i, as I find to my 
difcomfit, that although you have fet out 
exprefs at fuch diflant times one from die 
other, you have unhappily all arrived at a 
moment together. 

Your ludicrous thoughts put us in miiul 
of a traveller's ftory of a place where the 
froft is faid to be fo intenfe as to freeze the 
people's words as they are fpeaking, which 
accumulate until there comes a thaw, when 
a new Babel is the confequence. And really 
we think that Babel did not produce fuch k 
fpccimen of confufion, as you have done ia 
religion. 

Wc 
5 
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We arc not pcribns given to treat any 
fubjetft lightly. The above thoughts wcrp 
fuggefted to us on reading the paHage, as the 
natural confequence refulting from it; and 
we therefore beg, that if there is any impro- 
per levity in the above, it may be conlidered 
as Dr. Prieftley's, and not ours j as no fiich 
£}oliAi fuppoiitions had entered our thoughts* 
but for the DofSor's fuggeftion. 



Are THESE THE MEN whofc SUPERIOR 

WISDOM entitle them to the character 

OF REFORMERS? 

Reformation Hgnifies amendment. If Stv 
"Paul's church viranted repair, fliould we think 
of placing barrels of powder under it F This 
is a new mode .of reparation or reformation j 
but it may happen that the explolion hot 
being flrong enough to afibft the building, 
may only afedl him who bears The dark 
Lamtuorn, and. tuje LiouTEp Match. 
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OUR LORD CAME FROM HEAVEN. 

The poor unbelieving Jews (may God re- 
move the vail ' from their hearts) took up 
ftones to cail at our Lord, becaufe he faid 
unto them, " Verily I fay unto you, before 
** Abraham was, I am *." 

They did not believe in him, although he 
declared unto them, " I came forth from 
** the Father, and am come into the world ; 
*' again, I leave the world, and go to tjie 
" Father ' ;" and again, " What and if ye 
*' ihall fee the Son of Man afcend up where 
" he was before*." Yet the adverfaries 
have declared that our dear Lord and Maf- 
ter never exiftcd before his appearance upon 
earth. 

Do you indeed declare thefc things ? And 
if you do, why do you not join the unbe- 
lieving Jews ? We have been told that you 

* 2 Cor. iii. 15. ' JohnviiL 58. • John jvi. 18. ' 

• John vi. 6z. 

have 
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have made overtures to this parpofe, but that 
they do not like you : Is it Co ? 

- We mean well, and hope you will not take 
it amifs that we here give you another warn- 
ing ; they, the Jews, for their " unbelief,"— 
we repeat it, for it. is the word of God, — for 
their" UNBELicF"were cutoff, and the Gen- 
tiles by the favour of God, " grafted in '." 
If " God fpared not the natural branches, 
" think you that he will fpare you ?" The 
Apoftle declares that we ftand by feith j and 
if 'thou hall no faith to (land by, and con- 
tinueft to refift his Word, remember that 
" The Lord" not only " knoweth how to 
** deliver the godly out of temptation," but 
** to rcferve the unjuft to the day of judg- 
** ment to be punifhed'j" and remember, 
" The unbelieving, and all liars" {and who 
is a liar, if he is not who contradi»fts the 
God of truth) " ihall have their -part in the 
** lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
" ftone; which is the fecond death '." 

The Jews, it is true, (may God remove 
the vail from thtir hearts) are continued a. 
• Rom. ii. 20. * 2 Pet, ii. 9. ■ Rev. «xi. 8. 

^ feparatc, 
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Scpaizte, diftiad people ftiU; not only to 
ihew the accon^Iiihinent of thofe dreadful 
denunciations of their great Lawgiver' againft 
their wickednefs, but alfo for great> inexpref- 
fibly great and gracious purpoles, which have 
been the burthen of the Prophets' ibng, and 
the £u-m dependance of thofe who believe in 
^ Bible. ** If they abide not in unbelief, 
•* they alfo ihall be grafted in ; for God is 
" able to graft them in "." 

The time is predided> '* BehtJd the days 
<* come, faith the Lord, that they £haU'no 
" more lay. The Lord livetH which, brought 
** up the children of Ifrael out of the land 
•' of Egypt : But the Lord- liveth, which 
«• brought up, and which led the. feed of the 
" Houib of I&ael out of tiic North country, 
*' and from, all countries whither he had 
*• driven them, and they fljall dwell in their 
" own land'." 

But do not vainly rank yourfelves, if un- 
believers, with this DISTINGUISHED NA- 
TION. You, if you rejpifl the Word of God, 
(which you do, if you, by comments, explain 

> Dent xxv^f * Bom. ii, 23^ * Jer. xxiii. 7, 8. 

it 
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it a\ray) will ftand in a ^ other light. The 
punifliments denounced againfl them may be 
chiefly temporal; but the punishments de- 
nounced againft the £a\£s prophet wc are Aire 
U ** to be pail alive into a lake c^ £re bum- 
•* ing with brimftone, which is the jfecond 
'• death; there to be tormented day and 
•• night for ever and ever '.'* 



The Jews, for crociiying t»eir Bjno, 
have been ever fince fcattored into aU nations. 
OiH" Sovereign acknowledges the King whom 
^ey crucified* Is it therefore any wonder 
that they wbo^e like the Jews in their ua- 
b^ef, ihotdd wilhio bejike them in rejec« 
tioa of their Ki&g ? 



SATAN- 
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SATAN. 

•* Heaven and earth fhall pafs away ; but 
■• my word fhall not pafs away ' ■" is th6 
declaration of our gracious Saviour. — 

And his Word declares, 
** Then was Jefus led up of the fpirit into 
" the wildernefs to be tempted of the de- 
•' vil *." Pray read the fourth chapter of 
St. Matthew, where the Tempter fpeaksj 
and particularly note in what manner our 
Saviour replies. We are alfo particularly in- 
formed of numbers of MiRACLEsperformed by 
our bleffed Lord, and through feith ia Him, 
by his difciples, in cafting out devils, which 
every one who has read the New Teftament 
muft have obferved : but in particular we 
obferve the account of " a certain man which 
•* had devils a long time, and ware no clothes, 
•* neit'her abode in any houfe, but in the 
** tombs ; and when he {aw Jefus, he cried 
" out, and fell down before him ; and with 
" a loud voice faid. What have I to do with 

■ Matt. xxiv. 35. • Matt. iv. i. 

" Thee, 
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" Thee, Jefusj Thou* Son of God Mo4 
*• High> I befeech Thee torment me not ' ." 
** And devils alfo came out of many, crying 
** out and faying. Thou art Chriil the Sou 
** of God; and he rebuking them, fufFered 
*' : them not to fpeak, for they knew that He 
*' was Chrift'." 

Thefe are quotations from our Bible : but 
our aifli(ftors and difturbers alledge that there 
is no devil ; and the way they ufe to convince 
us' -that there is none is, by faying that all 
devils are demons, and that there being no 
fuch thing as a demon, there is no fuch 
being as a devil. They moreover pretend 
that they know fo much of the Divine will, 
as to be pofitive, that God almighty would 
Bever, permit one fuch being as a devU to 
cxift, much lefs a number of devils. 

Now we, poor ignorant men, think the 
above is not only prefumptuous impiety, but 
alfo blafphemy, inafmuch as it contradifls 
the Word of God, which declares that our 
Saviour was tempted of the devil; which 
could not be fad, if their allegation were true ; 

' Luke viii. 27, 38. * Luke iv. 41. 

and 
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md alio bki^heOiyi inarmuch ds il d&rgcfs 
ihcir Saviour with deception in replying to 
Satan, which could not be, if there were no 
Satan to reply to. It alfo charges Him who 
knew no guile, with deceiving his difciplei 
and others by pretending to caft out devils, 
which, if what our difturbers alledge be 
true, was never done, as it is impoffiblc'to 
caft that out of any place which never had 
any exigence in it. 

. We therefore requeft that, if thefe are the 
opinions -of our opprefliiffs, they will in few 
words avow the femej and in .particular, 
ibax they m^ anfwer the following quef-* 
^ns: 

Do you believe that there is a being called 
Satan and the Devil ? 

Do you believe that our SaViodr Wa« 
leinpted hy him ? 

Do yoti believe that odr Saviotir, and by 
l^is power alfo His Apoftles, caft out Dew 
tUs? 

u 
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it ihcre Be np devil, bow ciri he be Boand 
htid " fliut Up for a thoafand years ' ?*' and 
. ndw can hfc afterwards be cafl into that 
*" Lake of fire and. brijhftpne*,* into which 
th^ beafl aiid falie prb^liet are call before 
him? V 

Wc iieiicvc ail that is reVealed in the Word 
bf.God, and cdnfcquendy that there are de- 
viUi Wicketf ^irit^, as well ai; wicked! merij 
idfj we are told ,tha.t the devil is '* the Prince 
** of the power ^of the air^i" ^p^ yn^e'r-. 
ftaridirtg that bur chief adverfary has got much 
of hifi celebrity by playing tricks in this cle- 
ment, we humbly rcqaefit thofe who have 
tnore difcernment than we have; to hold bi(n 
iip to public view in his ttw colours j jind 
in partipular ti:> watch over us poor ignorant 
people^ that we may not " be ignorant of his 
** devices *." We arc told in Scripture* 
which we believe, that he is fometimes tranf- 
fomi^d into ** ad angel of light ' j" and if fo> 
how^ much ea&er can he alTumc the character 
of» and p^tend to be, a Minifter of the gof- 
pel } We are tau^aEb. by our bleffed MaiAer, 

* Rev; xL ji * Rer. xx. id. * Ej^ U. x. 

*l£>aC.U>ll» . *lCor;ii. 14. 

£ that 
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that Satan is " the father of lies ' j" and _wc 
think that fincc his impudent propofition to 
our Saviour, to fall down and worlhip him, 
he. has hardly made a more impudent attempt 
ihan this, in denying his own. e'xiftcnce. 



' "Arc not thofe who endeavour to perfuadc 
us but of obr religion and our loyalty, afting 
^rfeftly confiftpnt in erideavoufing to fail 
unt^r ialfe colours, and to perfuade us that 
inftead of thi;if afting under Satan's commif- 
fiop, there is no Satan to adt under? 



CHURCH- 
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CHURCH GOVERNMENT. * 

We underftand from fuch of our anccilors 
as were Diffenters, that one of the chief 
grounds of their reparation from the national 
Church, was on account of .Church govern- 
ment i they at that time thinking that diey 
ihould he able to keep up a better. Church 
difcipline than that ellablifhed in the national 
Church. 

They no doubt adted for ^he beft i and fer 
be it from usto cail any, the leafl reproach 
upon their memory: But wc cannot help 
obferving, that the Church of England has, 
at lead in its dot^rine, continued much purer 
than the diflenting Churches j for there have 
been fuch mutations among them, that it is 
utterly impoflible to fpcak of their fentiments 
with any precifion j for within a few miles 
of us there flands an old meeting, which we 
underftand to have originally belonged to a 
good old puritan church; who being aU 
dead, by degrees it became, as it changed it« 
miniiters, tirft one things then another, luit^l 
- E 2 it 
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it has at lengt'h become a receptacle for oar 
oppriiflbr.s, almoft at *peft wii with Church 
and State.' 

Oh> if feme of our good oldgran^thers 
eould again for once fill their feats, much as^ 
they wcFC contemned in their day, and in 
^oiiie thmgs hitd)^ ufed, we think they would 
ejedt their orator from his roArum, tufi^ their, 
meeting into a barn^ and defijre aa admiffion 
into the Church. 

One of -oOr apigfibours, who has been a 
traveller," iays, _ that . it is fo in many othep. 
places. We beg thcfe things may be en-^ 
quired into;- and if &£ts, t^t diey may be 
reprefcnfed to poor unlearned Diffenters, 
whqfe fethtrs were good men, aftd who may 
not be aware of die poifon which is pre- 
pared for rfieir folds. 

^ One inftance in particular we cannot help 
obferving. Dr. Price, who is now dead, 
and on whofe ai^ions we will therefore for- 
hear.to comment ; but we find bim to have 
been an Afian, inafmuch as in a book whicii; 
hftth been lent uSi he avews it, and declares 
himfclf 
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timfctf lb .much dlffatisBed with the Soci- 
nian perAiafuH}, that be cosld as fooiii If 
nc^ fooncir, ^become a Chwcfaman than a So* 
ciniaii. He £cs«*-Dr. PfjeAlc^) an avQwed 
Sociniao, (we beg pardo^ for ujfing woinis 
which we do not thoroughly uAderfband) 
preaches his funi;ral fermon, and is ekded to 
Succeed him.. This is changing one's rcli- 
hgion as eaiy as a grca{ coat. Are theie 
llungs fo f 

In the church of England wc have ibmc 
fecurity againft tiiefe pietamorphofes j and 
(his is x>ne rea^n that inany gf out friends 
are tunned churchmen ; fyr they h»vc ex- 
preiTed their fear, that as they have lived to 
fee avowed attempts to degrade their exaltej^ 
Saviour, that their diildren may live to hear 
Mahomet eommcnded, and preached ia 
his ftpad. 



Shall we affoci^Q with thofe who are 
thus " given to ehaoge ?"— No— " Let us 
" iear (he Lord, and the King"." Thefe 



' Fiov. xxiv, 3|, 
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. men, whe ^rc To given to change in what 

tbey call their religion, are thofe who want 
.changes in our.gove^nmcnt'j'ahd if they were 

to fuccecd, would leave us nti government at 
.all-^Arc they not perfcftly confiftcnt ?' , 
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the;,kingdom'o'|'. Gbo;'!',^^ 

The Jews looked for' a fudden, violeAt 
eftablHhmcnt of the kLngdom of the Meffiah, 
to exalt them, deliver them from' "bondage, 
and fubdue the nations under them. * • * 

. . -J ;. ■ ■■ -. ^i 

They had lio idea of a fullbring MefHah ; 
although his fufferings were prtfditfted by 
their Prophets. Like fome in the prefeht 

day, THEY SELECTED SUCH PART OP 

THEIR Scriptures as were agreeable 

'TO THEM, AND LEFT I'liE REST. 

The Chriftian diipcnfatlon was therefore 
not at all to their minds, as the kingdom of 
God therein' revealed was of a far different 
nature. 

We take the liberty to declare what is our 
faith concerning the kingdom of God. 

He without whom " a fparrow jalleth not 
** to the ground''," hathnot left this world 

* Matt. X. 39. 

E+ to 
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to blind chance -, but He 4oes rule and OPCf- 
nile all the, othefwife to putward appf^^pe, 
uncertain events of this life, and that with a 
peculiar reference to his church and people '■ 

Ouf ^rd; when pn.,earth, was fnadp ''p^f- 
ff'f^A thpjq^-fijflEerings '.i'- aqd it ftepis.Jq 
be His will that His people in like piannef 
^^icmld be ''* partaker? of the ^me ' ;■' tiut 
they need not be difcpuraged^ inafmucb as 
their '* fufficiency is pf God *" 

The HJPf^o"> of *^P^* ioflpid pf being 
like ^e Jcingdoms pf this wprld, and it b^ing 
faid, *• And the bcginping pf hi§ kingdon^ 
f' Wim, Babel, afid^rech, ant), Ca^eh fi the 
•* land of Shinar '," fixes ^he fea^ of ^pirc 
in the mind, pr heart, or foul, or fpirit, bein^ 
all, to our apprchenfion, nearly of a Signifi- 
cation. *.' 'V^E KINGDOM OF Gpp It) 
" W-ITHIfl.YOU ■." , ,, , - . 

InAcad of pa^ion, pride, and other finfui 
grants reigning, he is npjv free ; ** If thp 

■ Daa.iT^}], ^ Hdk-ii. io>. * i Bet. i«. (j. 

X 2 C^. iiL 5. ^ Cea, x. o.' f i.iAs xtu. 21. 
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The bclijev^ in Cbrili U ^./u^je^ of ^ 
better kibgf^tp, a citizen of a'lbefter city, 
a who^ boildfr and maker is Gpd * j" he is 
j" ^.Araoger and a £>jaat;;er upjin cjuib','' 
find his thoughts, and pusluits, and aOi^nfl 
jiave taken ^ di^pfcji^ turn |fom y|ut t^ 
^cre before. 

H< dfcs not WW rieir thechasgei vbicit 
|u(p(ieq in the svprld, a» produced by mere 
bt^mfifcmai tHlthckiiomthatthc^'ca^ 
I' in tbe hsa^s't" and that He not only 
nSeth mthe may ofhssren, bat aUp " among 
I' t^e^fltaJbimKc^theeat-r^i apdnonecai) 
ff ftay His hand, or iay unto Him, >vhat 
'■ pqt^ T|iMi ' ?" He is therefore nqt elatej 
at pteieqt profperity, pr deprefled by appa- 
-tent adverfity ; be commits il) ereiits to th; 
I/ord, knowing (hat '< He doeth all thing;, 
" well'." 

f Jobs Tui. 36. f He^ ii. to. f PA], zxxix. 14, 

t ^ C^. X, i§. » gin, fv. J j. * fttufc »". 37r 
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'He khdwS the Bible to Be not only the 
great Law book ' of this kingdom* but alfo a 
hiftory of. all eyents which have matecially 
afFcdted it. and a declaration of all events 

■which fh^fl affeft it to aH"et|:rpity*.' 

. 1 . ■-■-■.:. ■ ^ : . ■' 

"« ffe is bappy^^in humbly chdcavouraig to 
•trace out- in cr*feits which have happened^ 
"the accomi^iihttiint of the word^ of Chrift. ^ 

For this purpofe he confiders the invcfti- 
gation of hific»y-rtot fo much as an''a»iufc- 
nifint, as a Cbri^ui dii^} Ina^uch as h^ 
thereby difcovers thb fulBlmenc of Isur-Sa^ 
viour's prophecici itt the drfftnaSien'of Jctu- 
^m, in J:he perlccution vi4^irpei^(fti of (ha 
Jews, and in t^ preirat iftatotofthe #6nd. ' 
■ .:..j .'■■ ■■■ •'.'"■■■■ '■ -' ■ ■ 

Thefc are-not with hi* 'matters of -Ipe* 
culation, they are the ei(v4catj«fls of faith, 
and are accompanied with the; expreffion of 
conBdencein that God, who alone .can reveal 
" that which fliall come to pafs '." . . 

. He is alfo confirmed, ftrengthencd arid re- 
joiced, when truth is properly difplayed, to 

■ PfaJ. cxix. * Rev. it. i. * I&. xlL 23. 

confirm 



^..GooqIc 



confirm the tninds of any in the certainty .gf 
thofe prophecies which have already .been 
fulfilled, or ate now fulfillmg" in tfie world... 

,, Ajs hp, pays atteqtion to what Mofcs and 
the prophets have written, to what^Chrift his 
Lord and Mailer hath declared, and to the 
exhortations of His ApoAles ; he alfo pays 
a peculiar attention to that Book which his 
bleiTed Saviour, after his glorification, dictated 
to Hifi beloved Difciple, declaring that it was 
" The revelation of Jefus Chrift, which God 
*' gave unto Him, to fliew unto His feryanti 
, " what muft come to pafs '." . . 

Surely it mufl have been a mofi: important 
revelation to be worthy fuch a Reyealer, and 
to be exprefied in fuch glorious laiiguaige. 

He ponders over the admonitions which it 
contains ' ; he prays to be delivered from that 
delufioQ which is therein foretold to come 
- upon the earth ' j but above all, he prays 
that he and his may be kept from " the mark 
**" of the beaft," knowing that whofoever 

* Rer. I. I. ' Rev. ii. — iiJ. ' Rev. xii. 9. 

4 ihaU 
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Jhall. receive .^e fame, " ihall be torniented 
''* ivith'fire aiid brjmilonc in the prefence.of 
"**^ the hoW angels,,and jri fhe prefcncc.pf tKe 

'' Lamb'.*^-" '-■■■' 

*" He ^ caujious not to be too positive in 
'matters of fuch high pioment, and His' r^- 
- fearches are always accompanied ivjtb' " "L0r^ 
** teach Thou mc'." ' ' » 

'" He is' not afhanie{J to own his atfachmertt 
fo this as Well as every other book of the 

' Jacred Scriptures j he recommends the atten- 
tive reverential perufal df it, arid he looks 
^MTvaj-d in cxpcftation of joining the blHsful 
^gs recorded therein. 

With jhefc views, docs he look on tHc 
earth with contempt ? By no means. — Ho 
Jcnows " ft is the Lord's." He ices jh^t the 
''great affliftions which came upon the world 
'ibon after the promul;^tion of this facred 
book, were pfedifted therein'. He difco- 
vcrs the gsra of the maftyis pointed out, and 
fees the effect their mild and loving, and yet 

1 Rev. ^v. g, 10, * Pfal. cxix. • Rev. »». 

cpufa- 
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couragecms forbearance, had upon their pef^.- 
feotitors ; and he finds that hilloiy.confircnf 
it; that they rather fullered die riioft cruel 
dcadis than gtveupJhat empire of the miod, 
whereof C^rift,: who dwelt ia thi^mi; w^ tbi^ 
Sovereignly that the^ rather choip to oidui^. 
the. lofs of all things, even life Jtfc^, than,'^ 
injure " that kiogdopi of God* which was. 
•1. widiin them." 

; Thereof ^s which this noble artny of inaf f 
^'r^' Jjtad on the world at large, he ,alfi>,dilfi 
c^prs ki this book. Their per&ctiEora^ 
^n^^.ftf ;Aaying, begin to reAei^on thejxxrer 
trj^ich inuft accompany a r^\ig\t>B whkh 
could £> triumph over its op|>ofersi »ad thai 
ctQi^ire whkb had bqen its detertnined Soe^' 
h^^iixnta its protestor, its promoter. 

. *f Give me neither poverty nof riches '," . 
wa6 the prayer of a wife man. And we 
&id that the riches beftowed on the Choreb 
fay the Chriitian emperors and ^£at moo, 
produced an effed which is a fie^ient at-* 
tendant upon them ; and the Church, in 
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pMeeis of time,- becomes almoft apoAate; 
■So much fo, that a power arifes therein " dif- 
** ferent from ?ill, which ever preceded it '." ', 

Even this does not deprefs the believer in 
the whole word- of God; In humble de- 
pendence upon HIM, he traces the features of 
this new powftr in the iacred page; and 
though ht'reads of the 'fctertions WhicK will 
be made by the " fatfc prophet*" to re- 
cftablifh it j though he reads of the " mira- 
cles" arid: wbhders which wfll be performed 
tt>-confirm it} though he readsof that" wrcked 
** woman," " that great city which rcigncth 
" over the kings of the earth," which wiH 
be ** drunk with the blood of the faints,- aral 
** withi the blood of the martyrs of Jeius ' ;" 
he -yet without fear, in full confidence, -can 
look forward with a holy reverence towards 
Him who will in the end overcome. If he 
eifcapes, he hopes to praife God fome time 
longer upon earth j but if he fliould be 
deemed worthy to receive that " crown of 
•* life *" -which he knows his Maftcr has in 
ftorefor thofe who are " faithful unto death;" 



• Dan. vu. 7. 


» Rev. xix. 10. 


» Rev. xfii. y. 


Rct. ii. (0. 
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he anticipates the glories of it, and with de^ 
fcumHity' exclaims; •" Thy will be done '." 

'We Will now look into the "Chriftian's fcn- 
timeiits as aeilajebn and fUbJefl:' ' 

In the fame paflage which commands him 
ft> •'TEAR OoTf," he alfoi finds it enJMned 
that he is to <^' ifoNouR tbs King'." " 

. He, knows 'that his Saviour is " King;, of 
;* Kings, and Lord of Liords ' i" anditgiveft 
bim pleafure to find that hisi King upon earth- 
admits the truth of it, and openly profcffes. 
it, by declaring, himfelf to be '* George 

** THE THIRD, pY THE GHACE OF GoD, 

*' King." It is his prayer that the King- 
may ever continue attached to, the Word of 
God; and Jihat whon God Hiall caU him out 
«f this tranfitQ^ ;worId, he ^lay exchange aa- 
•arthly for an heavenly crown, and leave a 
fon to fill his ^FQue, whofe chief defire ma^ 
be to become the father of his people, and 
defender of the faith in his ftead. 

Whatever the ilation of life be in whkh 
he is placed, he is neither afraid nor aibiKtefi 

' Mitt. Tii. ro. * i Pfet. ii. 17. » Rey. xi^ i6. 

of 
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6f |Jr6feflirig theft tbifi^ beiiij fcnfiUe td^ 
he is folldwlng ihc brdert ofhij Satiourj 
Vho by his Ajrtiftic Paul direacd Titos to 
** put them in mind to be fubje£t to princt-i 
** palities and powers^ to obey niagiftrates '/' 

• He kncn>rs fhat It is ftEdtlier^i^ined, "- L«( 
*• every foul, be fubjcft dnto the hightif 
** powers; for there is no power biit ftf 
•* God : The powers thai bfc* ivc drdaiBed 
*' of God; for rulers arc nota terrdr to g6otl- 

* woricsy but to the evil; He is fha ini- 
" niftei-of God, and IreareA "nbt the iWorif 
^ in vaiii ; hxtt is a revenger to iXecufc Vratb 
** upon him tliat dbeth fcvU : ' and for this 
** caufc be pays tribute alfo V' . 

' Therefen-e all intimations of i-e^ftariei td 
ibe powers thab be/ are rec»ved by Him 
wiJh laolTor} as He knows, that " Who- 
•• foever refifteth the power> refiileth ■ did 
?■ ordinance of Godj arid they that refiftv 
•' ihall receive to themfelves damnation;" 

' Is he kaghed at for thefc thing?, arid ac- 
ftufed rf holding ^fltve obediencef^ and non- 

* TituiiU.!.' " ' ■ ■» Rom. xiiL ' 

rcfiftancs ? 
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Mfi^ce t He replied, I cai-a not what t%- 
pf oacb ta»f be caA mi m« ; if it i» in eon^ 
Sequence of my attachment to mf Saviouf 
and his wbrds; if I am on this account 
" pcrfccuted* and cvi! ipokeil of," I will leap 
for joy, knowing that my *• reward is great in 
" heaven '*" 

Does the Chriiltan, as a good citkeii, think 
he perceiveis any thingi which in his opi' 
hbni de&rves the atientioB of government ; 
he does not attempt to eSe& this by endca* 
vodnng to agitata the pitblic mini), 
and sow TrtE seeds of discontent. Far 
other are kis Views : his chief depeAdetice is 
on God, whom he believes to be able to dif- 
pofe and turn the heart of the King* ind all 
that are put in authority under him j and as 
a means to this end, he privately, refped- 
fully, and Without either boldnefs Or adula- 
tion, I^s the fubjeA before the proper de» 
jrartment. 

Thefe are our principles ; and We tbank 
God they are not ours only, but the princi- 
ples of the true members of our national 

F church. 
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church, and of all fuch of the diflenters at 
^re not implacable pnemies to our national 
church. 

^ut thefe new reli^onids are not content 
with pppofing what we think to be the founT 
dation of our holy religion, they Jiave at- 
tacked pur RELIGIOUS LOYALTY, as well as 
our RELIGIOUS FAITH ; but by the Weffing 
of God our eyes are opened, and we hope by 
the plain, dircft, unequivocal anfwers which 
pur difturbers are required to give to the quef- 
tions herein contained, that the eyes of others 
alfo will be opened, and that they will take 
warning, and avoid a band who will not be 
contented with our delivering any thing 
Ihort of our feith in all the divine promifes 
contained in the paffages of Scripture herein 
before quoted, and without we will admit 
that we have no souls, no Saviour, mq 
Redeemer ! 

We think it neceflary to declare our be*: 
lief, that ** God hath made of one blood all 
1* the nations of the earth '," and that *f H^ 
i* is no refpedler of perfons*.'* 

1 ASa XTii. 26. * Afla s, 3^ 

But 
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But our pefterers arc always dinning in 
our ears that there fliould be no refpeift of 
pcrfons among us ; and in particular they 
alledge that all Kings, Rulers, and Gover- 
nors, whatever they are called^ and in what- 
ever manner diftinguifhed, are not the " Ser- 
" vants of God," but are the fervants of the 
people ,j and as if they were infetuatcd and 
blown up by the pride which this idea con- 
veys to them, they immediately thereopon 
begin talking of them in a manner that we 
Should be alhamed to ufp to our poor menial 
fervants. 

' It has been obferved, that the Roman Ca-r 
tholic doiSrineof abftinence from marriage,and 
worlhipping of images, have always gone hand 
io hand together ; when one has fiourifhed, 
the (Other has ilouriihed alfo -, when one has 
for a time funk, the other has accoippanied 
it ; and we think fomething of the fame kind 
is obfervable in tholb who deny or explain 
away, that is, in thofe who openly deny, or 
fccretly, darkly, apd like {in ^ffaiTm, ftab the 
Word of God. 

We repeat that it is obfervable that thofe 

who let themfelves in oppofition to the 

F 2 Word 
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Word of God, arc alfo uniform in their op- 
pofition to the Governments under which' 
they live. The above is our obfervation in 
our fmall ipherc ; but we would humbly 
beg that this matter be enquired into j and 
we are firmly of opinion that the rcfult will 
be not only applicable to our prefent expe- 
rience, but that it will be found ever to have 
been the cafe, that thofe who have daringly 
oppofed the Word of God, have been 
either openly or covertly the promoters of 

SUBVERSION OF GOVERNMENT. 

We therefore now proceed to aflc a few 
queftions of our difturbersj and in parti- 
cular. 

Do you believe that the Bible is our great 
and only rule both of faith and prafiice ?, If 
you do not, openly, and not by implication, 
declare that you do not. 

Do you believe it is your duty to honour 
the King, and to be obedient unto Magif- , 
trates ? 

Do you believe that they are God's mi- 
niflers ? 

9 Do 
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Do you believe that they who refift the 
power, refift the ordiqance of God, aiid fliall 
receive to themfelves damnation? 



Is it not perfeftly confiftent in the men 
who deny diefc truths, to endeavour to per- 
jliiade the people that every King or Magif- 
trate is the fervant of the people ? — Have not 
all thoie who have endeavoured to overturn 
Governments, and to set up themselves, 
hccQ confiftent therein ?— Did not Gregory 
the Seventh, and his fucceflbrs, who endea- 
voured to fet the Papal chair above all the 
Kings of the earth, ftile himfelf. Servant 

or THE SERVANT? OF ChRIST ?^Is nOt 

(liis the old caufe new-revlved ? 
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CONCLUSION.' 

We conclude with addrefling ourfelves to 
thofe efpecially, who although in feme mea- 
fure infcfted, are not aware of the defigns of 
our enemies, and to thofe who are moA: ex- 
poied to their attacks. 

We are enjoined ** to examine ourielves ' ;" 
but it is too frequently the cafe, that inilead 
of following the Apoftolic injunction, we 
compliment ourfelves upon our candour, 
and diink it unneceffary. — Are you a candid 
man ? a man of liberal Sentiments ? If you 
are, you cannot objed to putting it to the 
teft. 

Coolly and deliberately fet down in your 
ftudy ; and reflecting that you are in the 
prcfcnce of that God who " fearcheth the 
*' hearts^," write an affirmative or negative 
to the foregoing queftlons. — Review alfo the 
courfe of your reading — Look at your library 
—Make a lift of the Traits on each fide in 

■ a Cor. siii. j. » Rev, ii. 

. Xi , feparatc 
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feparate columns j and when campleated, 
confider whether you would produce it lA 
evidence of your candour. 

But above all, confider whether you are in 
the habit of conftantly and daily reading The 
Word of God ; if you are not, it is time 
you turn from man's wifdom to the wifdoni 
of the Lord. — Be not difcouraged; but if 
conviction of truth is produced even in the 
fmalleft degree, remember for your comfort, 
that Paul of Tarfus was not only an oppofer 
of the truth, but a pcrfecutor alfo. — May 
God in his mercy meet you alfo in the way : 
that inilead of kicking againft the pricks, 
you may enquire of Him whom you have 
oppofed» ** Lord, what wouldeft thou have 
** me to do ' f" 

It has been ftrenuoufly maintained, that 

MATTERS OF OTINION ARE INDIFFERENTj 

but until we can feparate opinion from ac- 
tion, and if this is done, opinion no longer 
becomes worth a rufh, it is not a matter 
of indifference. 

» Afts is. 6, 

There 
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There i$fucli a, thing as iiELusieN. ThcrQ 
IS alfo fuch a thing as strong delusion, 
and a man's believing a lic: '. It is an 
awful fubjcfti but it is ncceflary to invefti- 
£ate it. 

That God, " who is good to all, and whofc 
" tender mercies are over all his works *," 
will not be trifled with. " He is mercifid 
** and gracious, long-fuScring, and abundant 
** in goodnefs and truth'." He correfts, 
but it is in love, " as a father chaiteneth a 
*' Son whom he loveth *." He bears long, 
and kindly cxpoftulates, ** Why will yc 
*' die ' ?" 

But He will render a juft " recompenfe ♦" 
to tbo& who daringly continue their oppofi- 
tioD. Remember it is written, ** Th<^c my 
" enemies which would not that I jhould 
" reign over them, bring them, and flay 
'* them before nte '." 

This is not only juftice towards them, but 
plfo mercy tojvards thofe who, by their daring 
attempts, they would othcrwifc corrupt, 

» a Thcff. ii. 1 1, » Pfal. c»Iv. 9. * Exod. xxxiv. 6. 

♦ Heb-xiL;. • Ezck. i^viii. ji. ■ Luke xix. 17. 

*' Haft 
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Hail thou feen the ilorehoulie of his 
wrath ? — Haft thou confidcred thcfc things ? 
— If not, read and devoutly meditate upon 
the facred Scriptures, which will teach you 
'* to flee from the wrath to come." 

Thou wilt there perceive that a hardened 

HEART, DIM EYES, and A DEAF EAR, arC 

among his sorest judgments. Pharaoh 
fets himfclf to opprefs and deftroy his people ', 
and infultingly cries, '* Who is the Lord, 
** that I Ihould obey his voice, to let Ifrael 
*■ go : I know not the Lord, neither will I 
** let Ifrael go*." 

It then confifts with a holy, good, and 
merciful God, to give him over to that 
HARDENED HEART which IS the natural 
rcfult of his impiety ; — to fuffer him to pro- 
ceed to that length, that the world fliall have 
a fearful example of the fruits of fuch works ; 
and to fay, " For this fame purpofe have I 
'* raifed thee up, that I might fliew my 
** power in thee, and that my name might , 
** be declared throughout all the earth \" 

' Exod. i. » Exod. V, 2. ' Rom. ix. 17- 

The 
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The Jews, notwithftanding the unexampled 
mercies they enjoyed as a nation ', became as 
corrupt, if not more fo, than thofc from 
whom, for their wickednefs, the good land 
was taken away, and given '»nto them * j and 
at laft: filling up the meafurc of their iniqui- 
ties by rejefting the Prince of Life ', and 
daringly oppofing the glad tidings preached 
in His najnc*, they alfo became tlw objedts 
of the juit judgments of God ; and as a^pre- 
lude to thofe mofl: ailoniOitng calamities 
which jhey endured. He feid, " Go and tell 
•* ihi* people. Hear ye indeed, but under- 
" Hand not ; and fee ye indeed, but perceive 
" not : Make the heart of this people fat, 
•^ and make their ears heavy, and (hut their 
•* eyes, left they fee with their e3res, and 
'* hear with their cars, and underftand with 
•• their heart, and convert and be healed *." 

Remember it is written to thofe who da- 
ringly oppofe His Word, ** He lihali fend 
*• them ftrong delufions, that they fliould 
" believe a lie; that they all might be 
•" damned who believe not the truth *." 



» DcDt. iv. 


» Ezek.xri. 


» Afls iii. 5. 


• Aas «Tiii. $, 


' Kaifh vi, 5. ' 


Matt. xiii. 1^, 15, 


Ifeiahlm.4. 


• 3 Their, ii. 11. 
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